Finish of cancer
treatment close
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ALMOST nine months after being
dingnosed with cancer, seven-year:
old Rory Gardiner ks just one
operntion nwny from o gurple
henrt

In March scans revealed Rory,
the great-grandson of former New
Plymouth mayaor Al Honnor and
wrandson of Surf Life Saving
Taranaki life member John
Honnar, had two brakn tumwoirs,
one just a Hitle smaller than a
tenmis ball.

A pgruelling schedule of
strgeries, radistherapy and

chemotherapy treatments followed,

with Rory collecting more than 700
of the Chikl Cancer Foundlation's
Beads of Cournge.

Children with cancer are given
one bead for every challenge they
overcomes and Rory 8 now just two
weeks away from receiving a
purple heart - the bead
representing completion of
treatment.

Discharged from Auckland's
Starship Hospital last month, Rory
b elue to have an IV line removed
from his chest on December 17,

His mother, former New
Flymouth womnn Leigh Honnor,

sabd she wns hopeful Rory hnd
beaten the cancer.

“He's been thirough an awiul lot
this year and obviously every
parent who goes through this with
thedr child hopes that what the
doctors recommend has been
enough,” she said from Aucklanmd

“I think hope iz really all we can
have”

Rory would have his first MR] to
check for any trace of the cancer in
January, she sahd,

“Hopefully that will come back
clenr and then we will basically
leapfrog from MRI to MRL™

Brave battle:
Seven-year-old
Rory Gardiner has
ane Bead of
Courage for every
challenge he has
oVErcome since
he was diagnosed
with cancer. With
a final operation
on December 17,
Rory will receive a
purple heart, the
bead representing
completion of
treatment.
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Brother Sam. 10, hod been
keeping Rory company at home
since his release Mrom hospital

“We moved from Dargaville
dhuring thir chemotherapy stage of
his treatment so the boys haven't
hnd 6 school to go to," she said.

“Fdon’t think Rory could cope
with school ne the moment - b can
anly walk short distances and he
gets tired sasily.

*We're hoping he'll be able to go
back to school next vear.”

Mrs Honnor sadd support from
the Taranaki and Northland
comumunities during Rory's lllness

had been fantastic, with more than
520,000 clonated by the publle.

“[Rory’s father] Sean amd |
haven't really been working much
over the last eight months and
the miomey has been spent on
keeping our family aflost, really,”
she sajd,

“We've nlso used some of i1 for
Rory's therapy programmae from an
expert in Australin

“Without the support of the
community we would really have
struggled.”

People can track Rory's progress
on his website, rorygardiner.co_nz.




